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Abstract: Foreign direct investment (FDI) plays a crucial role in sustainable economic growth by 

providing financial resources, technology transfer, and job creation. For transition economies such 

as Uzbekistan, enhancing the quality of foreign investment is vital to achieve long-term 

competitiveness. In recent years, Uzbekistan has implemented tax reforms, including exemptions 

and VAT relief, to attract FDI. Comparative experiences of Ireland and Singapore show that targeted 

tax incentives combined with institutional stability significantly raise high-tech and innovative 

investment inflows. While the relationship between tax incentives and FDI volume is widely studied, 

less is known about their effect on investment quality, including technological orientation, sectoral 

diversification, and employment outcomes in transition economies. This study aims to analyze the 

impact of tax incentives on the quality of FDI in Uzbekistan and compare its outcomes with 

successful international cases. The findings reveal that tax incentives reduce business costs and 

increase FDI inflows, which in turn stimulate long-term investments, innovation, sectoral 

diversification, and job creation. Uzbekistan’s FDI inflows nearly doubled between 2016 and 2023, 

with the share of industrial investment rising from 35% to 52% and job creation increasing by 80,000. 

However, compared to Ireland and Singapore, Uzbekistan still attracts a smaller share of high-tech 

investment. This study demonstrates that in Uzbekistan, gradual selective liberalization and sector-

specific incentives are more effective for improving investment quality than broad exemptions. 

Policymakers should shift the focus from quantitative FDI growth to qualitative indicators, 

prioritizing innovation, R&D, and long-term sectoral development to ensure sustainable economic 

growth. 
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1. Introduction 

 Foreign investment is one of the key factors of sustainable economic development. For 

transition economies such as Uzbekistan, attracting high-quality investment has a dual 

significance: on the one hand, it provides financial resources; on the other hand, it 

facilitates technology transfer, job creation, and modernization of production [1]. 

 However, the quality of foreign investment is determined not only by its volume, but 

also by its structure, duration, innovative component, and social significance. In the 

context of global competition, governments use a wide range of instruments to attract 

capital. Among the most common are tax incentives—reduced tax rates, exemptions, 

reliefs, and preferences [2]. 

 Practice shows that tax incentives can both foster national economic development and 

create risks: budgetary losses, a “race to the bottom” among countries, and the attraction 
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of short-term capital without long-term effects. Therefore, the relevant task is to assess the 

impact of tax incentives on the quality, not just the quantity, of foreign investment [3]. 

 The experience of different countries demonstrates diverse models. Ireland has become 

an example of the successful use of a low corporate tax rate (12.5%), which attracted major 

global technology corporations. Singapore, through a combination of tax incentives and 

administrative preferences, has transformed into one of the world’s financial and 

innovation hubs [4]. 

 For Uzbekistan, which is actively reforming its investment climate, studying these 

cases is especially important. Since 2017, the country has been implementing a large-scale 

program to liberalize the tax system, simplify administrative procedures, and expand 

guarantees for foreign investors [5]. 

 The purpose of this article is to explore how tax incentives influence the quality of 

foreign investments in Uzbekistan, as well as to conduct a comparative analysis with other 

countries. 

2. Materials and Methods 

To achieve this goal, the following methods were applied: 

1. Comparative analysis of tax policies in Uzbekistan, Ireland, and Singapore [6]. 

2. Analysis of statistical data from UNCTAD, the World Bank, and national statistical 

agencies. 

3. Examination of the legal framework—legislation on tax incentives and investment. 

4. Systematization of investment quality indicators—share in high-tech industries, 

employment level, duration of investments, export orientation. 

5. Visualization of data in tables and diagrams [7]. 

The research methods combined both quantitative (statistics, FDI dynamics) and 

qualitative (comparative legal analysis) approaches. 

3. Results and Discussion 

 The channels through which tax incentives influence the quality of investments can be 

described as a sequential chain of interrelated processes. Tax incentives, such as reductions 

in corporate income tax, benefits for research and development and innovation, 

exemptions from VAT and customs duties, as well as tax holidays for priority sectors, 

create a favorable environment for investors. As a result, companies adjust their 

investment behavior: the country becomes more attractive for capital inflows, resources 

are redirected into priority sectors of the economy, business costs decrease, and there is a 

stronger focus on long-term investment [8].  

 Figure 1. Channels of the impact of tax incentives on investment quality illustrates how 

tax incentives influence economic outcomes through multiple interconnected pathways. 

The diagram begins with tax incentives, which lead to reduced business costs. This 

reduction encourages an increase in FDI inflows, which then branches into several effects: 

fostering long-term investments, promoting an innovation component, driving sectoral 

diversification, and creating a social impact through job creation. Together, these channels 

enhance the quality of foreign investments by directing funds into high-tech industries, 

boosting innovative capacity, improving capital structures, and raising employment and 

productivity. Ultimately, the figure emphasizes how tax incentives stimulate sustained 

economic growth, competitiveness, and resilience of the national economy [9]. 
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Figure 1. Channels of the impact of tax incentives on investment quality 

 
 These processes directly affect the quality of foreign investments, which is reflected in 

a higher share of funds flowing into high-tech industries, an increase in the innovative 

potential of the economy, improvements in the capital structure of industry and 

infrastructure, as well as higher employment and labor productivity. Ultimately, this 

generates a macroeconomic effect characterized by accelerated economic growth, 

strengthened competitiveness, an expanded tax base in the long run, and enhanced 

resilience of the national economy [10]. 

 Table 1 presents a comparative analysis of tax incentives and their impact on attracting 

foreign direct investment (FDI) in three countries: Ireland, Singapore, and Uzbekistan. 

Table 1. Comparison of Tax Incentives and FDI 

Country Main Tax Incentives 
FDI inflows (2022, 

$bn) 

Share of high-

tech sectors (%) 

Ireland Corporate tax 12.5% 76.3 42% 

Singapore 
Exemptions for priority 

sectors 
141.2 47% 

Uzbekistan 
Exemptions for priority 

industries, VAT relief 
3.0 18% 

 The data show that developed economies (Ireland and Singapore) ensure a significant 

inflow of FDI due to predictable tax policies and special incentives for innovative activities. 

In Ireland, the corporate tax rate of 12.5% combined with R&D benefits has enabled the 

country to attract more than $76 billion in investments, of which 42% are directed into 

high-tech industries. In Singapore, tax exemptions for priority sectors contributed to the 

inflow of $141 billion in FDI, nearly half of which (47%) is associated with high-tech 

sectors. In Uzbekistan, there is a positive trend due to tax exemptions for priority 

industries and VAT relief; however, the total volume of investments ($3 billion) and the 

share of high-tech sectors (18%) remain significantly lower, indicating the need for further 

improvement of tax incentives [11]. 

 Table 2 reflects key changes in Uzbekistan’s performance indicators following tax 

reform. Between 2016 and 2023, the inflow of foreign direct investment increased from $1.6 

billion to $3.0 billion, representing an 87% growth. The share of investments in industry 

rose from 35% to 52%, indicating a more targeted allocation of capital to the real sector of 

the economy. A significant outcome of the reforms was also the creation of new jobs: the 

number of employed people increased by 80,000, reaching 200,000. These data confirm the 

positive impact of tax incentives not only on the overall volume of FDI but also on its 

quality, expressed in the growth of industrial capacity and employment [12]. 

Table 2. Uzbekistan indicators before and after tax reform 

Indicator 2016 2023 Change 

FDI inflows ($bn) 1.6 3.0 +87% 

Share of industry in FDI (%) 35 52 +17  
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Number of jobs (thousand) 120 200 +80 

 Interpretation: Ireland and Singapore demonstrate a high concentration of investment 

in innovative and high-tech sectors. Uzbekistan is still lagging, but the dynamics are 

positive, especially after recent reforms [13]. 

Discussion 

 The results show that tax incentives do increase a country’s attractiveness. However, 

their impact on investment quality depends on several factors: 

1. Structure of incentives: Universal benefits may attract short-term capital, whereas 

targeted incentives enhance the technological level [14]. 

2. Duration: Temporary benefits are effective as a “kick-start,” but long-term projects 

require permanent guarantees. 

3. Institutional environment: Ireland and Singapore supported their tax policies with 

stable legal systems, transparency, and protection of investor rights. 

 For Uzbekistan, the relevant model is gradual selective liberalization, focused on 

priority sectors: energy, IT, pharmaceuticals, and agro-processing [15]. 

 Risks: Excessive tax benefits may lead to reduced budget revenues without real 

returns. Therefore, a balance between incentives and fiscal sustainability is necessary. 

4. Conclusion 

The comparative analysis revealed: 

1. Tax incentives increase the volume of FDI, but their impact on quality depends on 

policy design. 

2. Ireland and Singapore proved the effectiveness of low rates and selective benefits when 

backed by stable institutions. 

3. Uzbekistan is moving in the right direction, but greater emphasis is needed on 

innovative sectors, R&D, and long-term projects. 

4. In the future, the focus should shift from quantitative to qualitative indicators: share in 

high-tech sectors, employment level, and export orientation. 

 Tax incentives are not an end in themselves, but a tool for improving the quality of 

investment and ensuring sustainable development. 
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